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Massive post-war rise in production of Afghan opium 

First Afghan war criminal is jailed 

Britain is expected to be hit by a flood of heroin after a 
gigantic increase in the production of opium in Afghanistan, 
the United Nations will warn today. A UN survey estimates 
the farmers will grow 2,700 tons of opium this year 
compared with 185 tons in 2001, a 1,400 per cent jump.

In July 2000, the Taliban government banned farmers from 
growing the opium poppies, but since the regime was 
toppled, production of the lucrative crop has resumed.

Afghanistan is the source of 75 per cent of the world's heroin 
and 90 per cent of Britain's supply. Evidence suggests heroin 
supplies to western Europe had been running low, an 
international drugs conference in Paris will be told.

Brian Taylor, head of the supply, reduction and law 
enforcement section of the UN drug control programme, will 
say that the Afghan authorities lack the equipment and 
training to tackle the problem.

Customs and Excise, and MI5, have been warning ministers 
for months about the growing drugs threat from Afghanistan. 
Mr Taylor will tell a conference on trafficking and law 
enforcement, organised by the research organisation 
DrugScope, that the total amount of opium expected to be 
produced this year is between 1,900 and 2,700 tons. In 2000 
3,300 tons were cultivated, and 4,600 tons produced in 1999.

The UN will also report that the price of opium from 
Afghanistan has doubled to $350 (£225) a kilo. Ten kilos of 
opium make one kilo of heroin.

Drugs specialists from the UN made a survey in February in 
the growing regions of the south and east of Afghanistan, 
which account for 84 per cent of the poppy cultivation in the 
country. They found between 45,000 and 65,000 hectares 
(one hectare is 2.4 acres) were under poppy cultivation. In 
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May a second survey in the northern region found opium 
cultivation had increased from 6,640 hectares in 2001 to 
9,750.

Mr Taylor will say that despite the slump in heroin 
production last year the war in Afghanistan lead to "panic 
sales of reserves" of the drug to western Europe, which kept 
the prices stable.

There have been encouraging signs that purity levels of 
heroin seized in the UK had started to drop, indicating that 
supplies may be running out, he will add.

Britain has a growing heroin problem, with the drug being 
used by an estimated 300,000 people in a trade worth £2.3bn 
a year. In April, the Foreign Office said the amount of heroin 
on the streets would be cut by a scheme offering Afghan 
farmers £1,250 (£800) for each hectare of opium destroyed.

Afghan authorities are beset with problems in trying to 
counter the cultivation of drugs. These include poorly 
trained and equipped staff, no operational police equipment, 
a lack of transport, and no scientific equipment to test 
suspected drugs. 
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