
 

Belfast Telegraph  |   Sunday Life  |  Ireland's Saturday Night  |  Business Telegraph  |  Jobfinder  |  Homefinder 

 

 Belfast Telegraph

 News 
+ Business 
+ Business Telegraph 
+ Features 
+ Letters 
+ Telegraph 
    Columnists 
+ Opinion 
+ Northwest Edition 
+ Northwest Weekly 
+ Education 
+ Interactive Letters 
+ Weather 
+ Personals 
+ Media Pack 
 Sport 
+ Football 
+ Premiership 
+ Rugby 
+ Gaelic Games 
+ General 
 Lifestyle 
+ Arts 
+ Film & TV 
+ Food & Drink 
+ Music 
+ Health & Beauty 
+ Motoring 
+ Travel 
+ Telegraph Travel 
+ Special Interest 
+ Twentyfourseven 
 Homefinder 
+ Property News 
+ Property Features 
 Sunday Life 
 Ireland's 
 Saturday Night 
 Top 100 Companies 
 Home Delivery 
 Online Archive 
 Calendar 2005 
 Ads For Free 
 Rugby World Cup 
 At The Movies 
 Euro2004 
+ Latest News 
+ Results 
+ Profiles 
+ Match Analysis 
+ Factfile 

 

Belfast Telegraph Home > News 
 

French say suspects were arrested then freed 
 
By Stephen Castle  

14 July 2005 

An Anglo-French rift has marred a key European Union meeting after France's Interior 
Minister, Nicolas Sarkozy, said police arrested members of a cell to which the suspected 
London bombers belonged last year.  

The Home Secretary, Charles Clarke, rejected the claims as "completely and utterly untrue" 
and criticised his counterpart for arriving late at yesterday's meeting of EU interior ministers 
and leaving early. However, as confusion reigned, diplomats later suggested that Mr Clarke 
was reacting to press agency reports that misinterpreted the French minister's comments. 
These stories suggested that the suspects themselves had been arrested and then 
released. 

The row followed a news conference at which M. Sarkozy, talking about the terrorist cell in 
the north of England, said it seemed that "some of the group had been arrested" in spring 
2004. He also said there was a strong suspicion that the explosive used in the bombings 
came from the Balkans or Eastern Europe. 

After seeing reports of the comments, the Home Secretary replied: "Mr Sarkozy was 
inaccurate, shall I put it gently, in suggesting there had been a discussion of this kind, 
because there was not." 

Mr Clarke held a brief bilateral meeting with the French minister at the gathering in Brussels 
yesterday. But the Home Secretary insisted that M. Sarkozy's comments were "certainly not 
from any conversation I, or any of my ministerial colleagues, or anybody in this delegation, 
have had". 

Asked if he had called on the French Interior Minister to correct his remarks, Mr Clarke said: 
"No, I haven't seen him. He left the Council [of Ministers] halfway through. He didn't feel it 
appropriate to stay till the end of the discussions. That perhaps is his style. But he's a great 
leader for France and I wish him all the best." Other ministers confirmed Mr Clarke's 
assertion that there was no detailed discussion of the investigation into the London 
bombings. 

But French officials later insisted that M. Sarkozy had not claimed that the suspects 
themselves were arrested, as some news agencies reported, nor had he cited the Home 
Secretary as the source of the comments. 

The French minister was sticking by his remarks last night, although there was no 
information about what report they were based upon. 

Mr Clarke's comments were unusually frank, particularly since the Home Secretary was 
chairing yesterday's meeting and supposed to be playing a neutral role as holder of the 
EU's rotating presidency. Franco-British relations had suffered a setback over the 
breakdown of last month's EU summit which was supposed to agree a budget for the EU for 
2007-13. 

In Brussels, the EU interior ministers also promised yesterday to examine the causes of the 
radicalisation of young Muslims. An unpublished report from the European Commission 
identified a "crisis of identity" among young people born to immigrant parents as a key 
danger. 

The document, leaked to the Belgian newspaper De Standaard, describes radicalisation as 
"a modern kind of dictatorship", likens it to neo-Nazism or nationalism, and says the 
internet, university campuses and places of worship are tools of recruitment. It says second-
generation immigrants often feel little connection to their parents' country or culture but may 
also encounter discrimination in European countries. 

"Alienation from both parental roots and country of origin, and the society in which they live, 
can lead to a desire to identify with a more motivating or powerful locus of identity." 

The Commission document questions whether governments should organise education of 
religious teachers to ensure that they are "fluent in the language and the constitutional 
values of the member state concerned". But it concedes this might smack of a "Big Brother" 
approach.  

 Back  | Return to top  | Printable Story 

 

SiteSearch 

 

  Go

Terms & conditions | Privacy policy | Advertise online | Advertise in print | Contact us | 
 

© 2005 Independent News and Media (NI)  
a division of Independent News & media (UK) Ltd

Belfast Telegraph


