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The Mirror

MoD TRIED TO DESTROY KELLY FILES 
Aug 2 2003 

By Lorraine Davidson and James Hardy
 

Defence chiefs were preparing to burn paperwork with Dr 
David Kelly’s name on it three days after his death, it 
emerged last night. 

MoD security guards who found the papers labelled “media 
plan” called the police. 

The news came after the inquiry opened into the eminent 
scientist’s suicide – which heard he was suffering from heart 
disease when he died. 

It is the probe which will see Tony Blair, Alastair Campbell, 
Geoff Hoon and BBC bosses quizzed over their role in the 
affair. 

An MoD spokesman said: “There was a security breach 
when a ‘burn bag’ which should have been locked away was 
left uncovered. 

“We are treating it as an internal breach of security and no 
further action is anticipated. 

“I do not know what the documents were.” 

At the preliminary hearing into Dr Kelly’s death inquiry 
chief Lord Hutton said his body was found with heart 
monitoring electrodes attached to his chest. 

The judge read extracts from a post mortem report. 

It said: “It is noted Dr Kelly has a significant degree of 
coronary artery disease. 

“This may have played some small part in the rapidity of 
death but not the major part in the cause.” 

And a heart 

specialist said the electrodes showed Dr Kelly probably had 
ECG tests in hospital before his death. 

He added: “In someone of his age that could have been 
routine. It doesn’t mean he was seriously ill but there was 
clearly cause for concern.” 

The post mortem revealed Dr Kelly died from a slashed 
wrist. 

He had taken off his watch and glasses before killing 
himself in a field near his home at Southmoor, Oxon, on 
July 17. 
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He had been outed as the mole who told BBC reporter 
Andrew Gilligan the Government “sexed up” Iraqi weapons 
claims. 

Before yesterday’s hearing began in the High Court, 
London, Lord Hutton held a minute’s silence in memory of 
Dr Kelly. 

Details of a letter from the scientist to his bosses at the 
Ministry of Defence three weeks before he died were later 
read out. 

In it he admitted meeting Mr Gilligan. He wrote: “I did not 
even consider that I was the source of Gilligan’s information 
until a friend said I should look at the oral evidence 
provided to the Foreign Affairs Committee. 

“She recognised some of the comments were the sort I 
would make about Iraq’s chemical and biological capacity. 

“I can only conclude one of three things. Gilligan has 
considerably embellished my meeting with him, he has met 
with other individuals who were intimately associated with 
the dossier or he has assembled comments from multiple, 
direct and indirect sources for his articles.” 

Lord Hutton said he would calling a member of the Baha’i 
faith practised by Dr Kelly to 

explain how its beliefs may have influenced him. 

Baha’i writings say: “The 

individual must be educated to such a high degree that he 
would rather have his throat cut than tell a lie, and would 
think it 

easier to be slashed by a sword or pierced with a spear than 
to utter calumny or be carried away by wrath.” 

Lord Hutton made it clear details of government meetings in 
which Dr Kelly was discussed must be handed over. 

As expected, the judge said he would quiz the PM, spin 
doctor Mr Campbell and Defence Secretary Mr Hoon. 

Andrew Gilligan and two other BBC journalists will also 
give evidence along with their bosses. 

Lord Hutton stressed the probe would not be a “trial” 
between the warring parties in the case. 

There will be two separate stages to the probe. 

The first will focus on an account of events from those who 
took part. 

They will later be invited back to answer criticisms. The 
probe is to resume on August 11. 

/MI6 boss Sir Richard Dearlove has appointed a deputy to 
steady the ship after the Iraqi dossier fiasco. 
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