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BP and Shell join official talks over potential 

reconstruction work in Iraq  
 
IAIN DEY BUSINESS CORRESPONDENT  
 
OIL giants BP and Shell were among a group of 15 British companies which met 
with government officials this week to lobby for lucrative reconstruction work in 
Iraq.  
 
British Trade International, the Department of Trade and Industry off-shoot that 
supports UK companies overseas, said it set up the meeting on the back of interest 
from a number of firms.  

 
The news heightened speculation that the two firms are keen to return to Iraq if a 
new regime takes over. Both were forced to quit the country in 1972 when the 
Iraqi oil industry was nationalised. But the rebuilding of the country’s infrastructure 
was top of the agenda, with construction and engineering firms Amec and Costain 
involved in the talks.  
 
A DTI spokeswoman said: "A meeting did take place on 11 March, which was held 
in response to requests from companies interested to participate in humanitarian 
and rebuilding work in Iraq after the anticipated conflict.  
 
"This was a chance to keep companies posted on the current state of affair’s such 
as Iraq’s compliance with the UN resolutions."  
 
Earlier this week, union leaders were furious that only US firms had been picked by 
the Bush administration to bid for a £560 million contract to rebuild Iraqi health 
services, schools and airports after any conflict. Houston-based oil services 
company Halliburton, led by US vice-president Dick Cheney between 1995 and 
2000, has also received a contract to put out fires in Iraq’s oilfields in the event of 
an invasion.  
 
Iraq holds the second-biggest oil reserves in the world, behind Saudi Arabia, and 
its production could quadruple to eight million barrels a day in six years.  
 
A spokeswoman for Shell insisted that the company had "neither sought meetings 
nor attended any meetings with officials or ministers in the UK government on the 
subject of Iraq". But she added that the issue had "come up in conversation" over 
the course of a number of recent meetings. 
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