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Queen's 'punchy' cousin accused of making 
Nazi salute  
 
ALLAN HALL  
IN BERLIN  
 
PRINCE Ernst August of Hanover, 26th in line to the throne, was last night accused 
of calling an airport security worker "an arsehole" and giving him a Nazi salute, just 
hours before he was fined more than £300,000 for violence.  
 
The Queen’s cousin, who is married to Princess Caroline of Monaco, is said to have 
made the salute, which is illegal in Germany, during a row over baggage. Police 
spokesman Lars Beringer said: "We are investigating the incident."  
 
Ernst August, 50, said to be worth £420m, could face another massive fine if 
charges are pressed and he is found guilty. Germany’s biggest newspaper, Bild, 
reported on the incident at Hanover airport on Wednesday night.  
 
The next day, lawyers for "Prince Punchy" apologised on his behalf in a courtroom 
to avoid a potential 10-year prison sentence for grievous bodily harm. August’s 
lawyer, Jochen Heidemeier, admitted the prince kicked a female photographer’s 
bottom in Salzburg, Austria, and also slapped a man on a Kenyan holiday island 
and "could not rule out" that there had been "some undefined object" in his hand 
while doing the hitting.  
 
"He regrets the incident," said Heidemeier. "Alcohol and his great personal 
excitement led to a state where he lost control."  
 
On Wednesday, August entered the general aviation terminal at Hanover airport 
and headed to a special gate reserved for private jets. Bild reported that the prince 
became unhappy when a worker requested to look through his luggage. Bild said: 
"The prince called him an arsehole."  
 
The 34-year-old civilian employee then asked border police guards for back-up.  
 
Bild added: "Meanwhile [the prince] was furious that his luggage was thrown on a 
conveyor belt and said, ‘Don’t let the stupid dogs near it’. The employee then said 
he made a gesture with his arm which he took to be the Hitler salute."  
 
The prince departed 20 minutes late for Paris.  
 
The prince appealed a January 2002 conviction for the two assaults. He denied any 
wrongdoing but the prosecution also appealed. In the end he was fined £310,000. 
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